
History of the Sprague Farm 
 
The history of the Sprague Farm begins with a man 
named Jedediah Sprague.  He was born in Scituate 
around 1736 and married a woman named Freelove 
Jenckes.  Freelove was the great granddaughter of 
Rhode Island Colonial Governor, Joseph Jenckes who 
was elected in 1727.  Jedediah and Freelove had 7 chil-
dren:  Meribah, Alice, John, Jedediah, Jonas, Jenckes 
and Anthony. 
 
Jedediah Sprague fought in the French and Indian War 
at Crown Point.  After the war he purchased several 
hundred acres of land.   The initial purchase was 60 ½  
acres and included a dwelling house, fruit trees, fences 
and other small buildings.  In 1783 he enlarged the farm 

by purchasing 171 additional acres for the price of  “52 good silver dollars.”  The term 
“Chepachet Cedar Swamp” was used in the description of this land and is what the Land 
Trust calls the Atlantic White Cedar swamp.  He also acquired considerable acreage of land 
in New York near Cooperstown, probably for his service during the French and Indian War. 
 
He sold some of the land to his sons.  His oldest son, John purchased 55 acres and built the 
home that his son, Smith later inherited.  Today it is referred to as the Smith homestead.  

The farmhouse on Pine Orchard Road 
was inherited by Jedediah’s youngest 
son, Anthony.  In 1812 he was a colonel 
in the militia, Rhode Island’s 12th regi-
ment.  Most of Jedediah and Freelove’s 
other children moved to New York. 
 
In the early 1900s Colonel Anthony’s 
grandson, Jenks was living there with 
his wife Letitia and their son Walter.  
Jenks’ daughter, Mabel Alice Sprague 
married a man named Asa Tourtellot and 
when her husband died in 1911, she 
came to the Sprague Farm to live with 
her father.  She had 3 children:  Alice, 

Eliza and Benny.  Walter was a rural mail carrier and used mules to deliver the mail on his 
26 mile route.  He had two sons:  Oliver and Anthony who were the last children to grow up 
on the farm. 
 
The farmhouse burned in the 1960s.  In 1990 the Glocester Land Trust acquired the  
Sprague Farm property from Anthony Sprague. 

Fieldstone gravestone marks the spot of 
Jedediah Sprague’s burial 

Old Sprague farmhouse on Pine Orchard Road 


